
 

 

 

 

                       

 

 

February 2021 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT             
 

Don’t forget to renew your membership here and stay involved.  After February 1, you may not 
get your Newsletter or email updates if not paid. 

- Carol Fuller, CCCA President 

 

COVID NEWS 

Free Testing at Aurora Hills 

Beginning Wednesday, January 13, free, no referral testing available daily from 12-8 pm. Aurora Hills 
Community Center and Barcroft Park. Tests are offered at no cost and do not require a doctor referral 
or government identification, regardless of insurance or immigration status. Participants will be asked 
for insurance information, if available, so insurance providers can be billed, but no co-pay from 
participants will be required. Walk-up testing is available, although residents are encouraged to make 
an appointment on the Curative website. Kiosk service is available in English and Spanish. Full 
details here: https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/curative-covid-19-testing/ 
 
COVID vaccination Update 

On January 22 Virginia Hospital Center started canceling all first dose vaccination appointments from 
January 26 onwards.   Most of these were for 75+ in the 1b category.  The ensuring panic that 
occurred following the VHC email cancelations was addressed on Saturday by Arlington County 
officials, starting with the County Board meeting with hosted Dr. Reuben Varghese, Arlington’s Public 
Health Director.  The County then sent out a Special COVID notice to explain the situation and allay 
fears.  See the information below on the update provided at the January 27 CCCA meeting. 

Record with CDC for Vaccination Side Effects 

V-safe is a smartphone-based tool that uses text messaging and web surveys to provide personalized 
health check-ins after you receive a COVID-19 vaccine. Through v-safe, you can quickly tell CDC if 
you have any side effects after getting the COVID-19 vaccine. Depending on your answers, someone 
from CDC may call to check on you and get more information. V-safe will also remind you to get your 
second COVID-19 vaccine dose if you need one.  Register here. 

 

CIVIC ASSOCIATION AND LIVABILITY 22202 ISSUES 

REMINDER:  CCCA Membership Dues Renewal 

Dues are assessed on a calendar year for $10 and can be renewed online on our website. If you 
haven't renewed, please do so by February 1, 2021, in order to remain a voting member and 
continue receiving the Newsletter and emails. 
 

https://www.crystalcitycivic.org/renew-your-membership/
https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/curative-covid-19-testing/
https://crystalcitycivic.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5de96232710aec15b8c10ce3&id=a12f98be73&e=06d538ec2d
https://crystalcitycivic.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5de96232710aec15b8c10ce3&id=e48bd56588&e=06d538ec2d
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
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January 27 CCCA Meeting  

During the first hour, Arlington County Health Director, Dr. Reuben Varghese, and Assistant Director 
of Public Health, Robert Sharpe, briefed on 1) their COVID vaccination plan (the slide presentation 
here will be updated soon); 2) what they are doing to help disadvantaged during the crisis (e.g., 
food/evictions); and 3) the impact COVID has had on the County budget. See the slide presentation 
on #2 and #3 here. 

During the second hour, JBG Senior VP for Development Andy VanHorn provided development 
updates on: 1) the recent purchase of Crystal Houses by the Washington Housing Conservancy and 
JBG Smith plans to manage it; 2) the ongoing public engagement about their site plan 
for 2000/2001 Clark/Bell; and 3) upcoming construction at 1900 Crystal Drive. This segment ended 
with a review of the timeline for development (see below) and other issues over the next few years. 
See the slide presentations here. 

You can watch the entire meeting here. Apologies for those who wanted to watch on Facebook Live 
since a technical glitch prevented this from happening. 
 
SAVE THE DATES:   

February 2:  JBG Pre-construction meeting on 1900 Crystal Drive (see details and registration 
information in article below) 

February 9 Livability22202 Meeting on County Planning and Affordable Housing 
We are scheduling a February 9 Livability meeting on Zoom from 7-9 with the following agenda: 

7-7:30:  Matt Mattauszek, County planner for 22202 will brief on the County’s 2021 agenda of issues 
and meetings  

7:30-8:  Kimberly Driggins, Executive Director of the Washington Housing Conservancy will brief on 
her organization, its recent purchase of Crystal Houses, and the opportunities for affordable housing 
in those buildings. 

8-9: Ben Davanzo and the Livability working group on affordable housing will brief on the recent 
Housing report and the listening tour of the Missing Middle study. 

Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkfuugpjIvG9Gi-qe7Jmt6pbPNJKK8dZaa  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 

February 15 virtual workshop on the Pentagon City Planning Study 
The study is currently in Phase 2 through March for Preliminary Planning and Design 

February Livability22202 Meeting with VDOT on Route 1 Feasibility Study 
We are also planning a Livability open meeting with VDOT towards the end of February, per the 
article below.  Stay tuned for details and registration information.  
 
March 17 CCCA Meeting 
The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA) has agreed to provide a video and 
PowerPoint update on all the work that is being done at National Airport and which is expected to be 
completed by summer 2021.  Stay tuned for more details. 
 

  

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic
https://www.crystalcitycivic.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ACPHD-Vaccine-Situation-Update-v2.0.pdf
https://www.crystalcitycivic.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ACPHD-Vaccine-Situation-Update-v2.0.pdf
https://www.crystalcitycivic.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/DHS-CCCA.pdf
https://www.crystalcitycivic.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/DHS-CCCA.pdf
https://www.crystalcitycivic.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/JBGS-CCCA-Overview-1.27.21.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fpqElxzAKYWQoktjlbJaqvLL3GGwq5bK/view?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkfuugpjIvG9Gi-qe7Jmt6pbPNJKK8dZaa


Crystal City Insider: February 2021      Page 3 of 11 

 

 

www.crystalcitycivic.org 

www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic  

CRYSTAL CITY (AND NEARBY) 

 
Development/Construction Timelines (TBD) 

The following timelines are very tentative but will give residents an idea of what to expect and when 
from a variety of projects.  We will go over these timelines at our CCCA meeting as well. 

Upcoming Meetings: 

• 1900 Crystal Drive construction:  February 2 community meeting to discuss construction plans; 
earliest start mid-February 2021; 3 years construction 

• Livability22202 Meeting on County Planning and Affordable Housing February 9 

• Pentagon City PDSP:  February 15 public workshop #3; March (TBD) public workshop #4 

• 2000/2001 S Bell Street:  Public Comment held December 28-January 11; 2 SPRCs February 18 
and March TBD;  Planning/Transportation Commissions and County Board in May 

• VDOT Multimodal Feasibility Study on Route 1:  Livability22202 open meeting late February 
TBD; March 2021 VDOT public workshop; May draft report and public meeting; June final report 

• Water Park Site Plan Amendment:  County Board deferred until March 2021 

• MWAA Project Journey:  Target construction completion summer 2021; presentation to CCCA 
March 17 

Other Issues: 

• 2121 Crystal Drive (Dining in the Park) site plan amendment (approved at December County 
Board); no construction earlier than end 2021 with summer 2022 opening if a restaurant tenant 
lease is signed in 2021 

• Crystal Square Central District Construction/Opening:  Staged openings in 2021; CVS is installing 
products and may be the first to open; Mah Ze Dahr Bakery may open in April; grocery still not 
announced; Alamo Draft House last 

• Marriott Residence Inn, Army Navy Drive:  internal demolition in progress; building demolition 
early 2021 

• VRE Design for New Station:  final design 2021-2022; award and construction 2022-2024 

• 101 S 12th Street:  approved by County Board December; no construction in 2021 until tenant 
signed; Gateway Park design when construction finished in 2-3 years 

• Long Bridge Aquatic Center:  target construction completion/opening summer 2021 

• Boundary Channel (VDOT):  award contract summer 2021; construction 2022; target construction 
completion fall 2023 

• MetPark Amazon HQ2:  Target construction completion mid-2023 

The National Landing BID also has a useful map showing all ongoing and potential projects. 

 
1900 Crystal Drive Pre-Construction Community Meeting  

JBG has selected Clark Construction as its contractor for 1900 Crystal Drive.  Clark is noted for its 
good social outreach to the community on MetPark.  They are looking forward to finally breaking 
ground in late February, 2021.  To ensure that the community is well informed, they are scheduling a 
pre-construction public meeting February 2 at 7 pm.  The meeting will cover logistics, schedule, and 
any community concerns.   The project team will present a brief overview of the development, walk 
through details and logistics associated with the upcoming construction process, and answer 
questions.  You are invited to a Zoom meeting.  Register in advance for this meeting:  After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.  

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic
https://nationallanding.org/our-downtown/development-map
https://jbgsmith.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMpc-qtpjssE9w1mDk04zSHM1UKP6_eir7B
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Crystal Houses and Housing Affordability 

Great News! The Washington Housing Conservancy has bought Crystal 
Houses on S Eads Street with a major grant from Amazon and JBG Smith 
will manage it. The conservancy’s mission — and the Crystal House project 
— aim to create spaces for individuals and families who may make too much 
money to qualify for government housing assistance but do not earn enough 
to afford high-demand real estate markets. See the Washington Post article 
of January 6 here. 

With Amazon’s flexible capital, WHC was able to execute the purchase of 
Crystal House in under two months, an expedited timeline for commercial real estate transactions. 
WHC’s finance partner, the Washington Housing Initiative, and Impact Pool, created by developer 
JBG SMITH, provided commercial real estate expertise and an additional loan of $6.7 million. 

Amazon announced its Housing Equity Fund, a more than $2 billion initiative to preserve and create 
more than 20,000 affordable housing units in the Puget Sound region in Washington State, Arlington, 
Virginia region, and Nashville, Tennessee—three communities Amazon calls home. The first 
investments include $381.9 million in below-market loans and grants to the Washington Housing 
Conservancy to preserve and create up to 1,300 affordable homes on the Crystal House property on 
S. Eads Street. Over the next five years, rent prices for 75 percent of the units at Crystal House will 
drop to help residents who are making less than 80 percent of the area’s mean income of $126,000. 
Read the Amazon announcement here 

NOTE:  See the details and registration information above on the Livability22202 meeting February 9 
on Affordable Housing where Kimberly Driggins, Executive Director of WHC will explain the project. 
 
SPRC for 2000/2001 Clark/Bell Site Plan 

This is Block M, AKA Crystal Plaza Square that has been through 2 Long Range Planning Committee 
sessions and the first of two SPRCs is scheduled for February 18. The focus of that meeting will be 
about:  1) the Underground; 2) open space; and 3) S. Bell bike lanes.  The comment period ended 
January 11 and County staff and JBG are preparing responses will be posted on  the project page 
soon:  https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/2001-clark-st/ 
 
The VDOT Route 1 Multimodal Feasibility Study 

VDOT held the first Public Engagement Meeting December 16 for the public to review existing 
conditions; hear about public survey responses; and ask questions and provide input.  The purpose of 
this feasibility study is to identify enhanced multimodal connectivity and accommodations along Route 
1 (between 12th Street to 23rd Streets) to meet the changing transportation needs of the Crystal City 
and Pentagon City communities. As this area's commercial and residential densities continue to 
increase, transportation plans will need to address the wide-ranging needs of pedestrians, bicyclists, 
transit riders, motorists, and other users while maximizing the safety, convenience, and sustainability 
of the system for decades to come. At this time, no construction funding has been allocated, so this 
study will not set design or construction dates.  The timeline includes a second public meeting in 
March for more analysis; presentation of a draft report to the public in May and a final report in June.  
See the Study webpage here. 

Note:  Participants in the December 16 meeting were surprised that VDOT is missing a lot of 
essential data and seems to see its charge is to determine if and how Route 1 can be brought down 

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2021/01/06/amazon-arlington-affordable-housing/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2021/01/06/amazon-arlington-affordable-housing/
:%20https:/www.aboutamazon.com/news/community/amazon-launches-2-billion-housing-equity-fund-to-preserve-and-create-over-20-000-affordable-homes
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/2001-clark-st/
http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/northernvirginia/route_1_multimodal_improvements_study.asp
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to grade.  The Livability22202 working group on Route 1 provided 19 pages of input and requests for 
more data.  We are organizing a Livability meeting with VDOT for the end of February.  Details 
to come.  
 
Design work underway for Crystal City Metro Station second entrance 

Last July, the County Board approved an interim agreement with a JBG SMITH subsidiary, 
JBGS/TRS, LLC, for development of 30 percent design documents for the second entrance at the 
Crystal City Metrorail Station.  The engineering and design process kicked off in September, and the 
30% design phase is anticipated to be complete this summer. Key elements of this phase include 
topographical survey, environmental analysis, and preliminary station design. This spring the County 
will host a public meeting as part of the project’s 30% design phase, and WMATA will hold a public 
hearing as part of their review process. Stay tuned for dates and details once these meetings are 
scheduled.  Visit the project page 
 
Pentagon City PDSP Update 

The focus group consists of designated reps from neighborhoods, developers, and staff who are 
looking at existing conditions in the PC area, including approved plans/density, roads and pedestrian 
ways, transit, etc. The goal is to update and expand the 1976 plan resulting in a master plan for the 
PC area probably later this year though it may slide as the scope presents quite a challenge.  
Periodically there will be virtual public forums which anyone can attend. Scheduled virtual meetings 
are also posted there. The study is currently in Phase 2 through March for Preliminary Planning and 
Design.  Phase 3 from February to April focuses on Work Product Refinement.  Phase 4 from April to 
June will be Review and Presentation of Final Plan.   

Join us for the next virtual workshop on the Pentagon City Planning Study Monday, February 15 at 
6:30 p.m.  Details coming soon.  Learn more at the study website. See the project page here. 
 
18th Street South project heads toward construction later this year 

Design work has been completed for the 18th Street South Complete Street Project. The next step is 
preparing to release the construction contract for competitive bid. Construction is anticipated to start 
in late 2021.  This project will rebuild 18th Street South between Fern and Eads Streets in order to 
continue the existing South Hayes Street protected bike lane further east. The intersection of 18th 
Street South and South Fern Street will be rebuilt to remove the slip lane and reduce crossing 
distances.  Also, the project will reduce the amount of impervious surfaces, add stormwater retention, 
replace a water main and upgrade the streetscape. Visit the project page  Watch this video to learn 
more about the project and what to expect during construction. 
 
County Board Postpones Water Park Redevelopment  

During its January 26 meeting, the Arlington County Board deferred consideration of JBG Smith’s 
proposal to redevelop Crystal City’s Water Park. CCCA Policy and Planning Vice President Chris 
Wimbush provided public comment on behalf of the Association conveying concerns expressed by 
our membership concerning the further commercialization of the park and the impact of the redesign 
on both bike and pedestrian safety.  He  noted that the CCCA appreciates the efforts of JBG Smith to 
explain its proposal to the CCCA on several occasions and then to the community in a public meeting 
on December 2 and to respond to community feedback. Although we are still concerned about 
commercialization of a casual use park and would prefer that the kiosks not appear at the front of the 

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/crystal-city-metro-station-second-entrance/
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/pentagon-city-planning-study/pentagon-city-planning-study-process-study-area-and-timeline/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTMuMzMyNTY0NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Byb2plY3RzLmFybGluZ3RvbnZhLnVzL3Byb2plY3RzLzE4dGgtc3RyZWV0LXNvdXRoLWNvbXBsZXRlLXN0cmVldC8ifQ.yQu3qHmZktPBTVIpzEsGLV0qr9-Pno9SXtNxKFGSwCQ/s/776209681/br/93064443833-l
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=BjwEYhYtdUU&feature=youtu.be
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park at all, a point that we’ve made many times to JBG Smith, we recognize that this is private 
property.  As a result, we do appreciate the adjustments which JBG Smith has made in response to 
community feedback: e.g., turning the kiosks 90 degrees; opening more space between the two 
groupings to maintain more visibility of the park and fountain; and designing two sidewalks on both 
sides of the kiosks. There are many good open space ideas for the park: e.g., splash park for kids; 
leisure hill; event lawn; removal of the obstacle course of tree mounds on the current sidewalk; 
widening the sidewalks and providing one on either side of the kiosks. 

Many participants raised concerns about a park staircase to the park which will cause safety 
problems with the biking and proposed pedestrian paths from the Mt Vernon Trail and the VRE 
station.  Other issues were raised.  The Board deferred the matter to a March meeting to permit 
additional public engagement from the relevant commissions/committees – including the 
Transportation Commission, the Park and Recreation Commission, and the Bicycling Advisory 
Commission.   
 
CCCA Vice President Appointed to Arlington County Tenant-Landlord Commission 

On January 26, 2021, the County Board appointed CCCA Vice President of Policy and Planning to 
Arlington’s Tenant-Landlord Commission for a three-year term in a public interest seat. Wimbush, 
also serves as a delegate to the Arlington County Civic Federation and is a member of the ACCF’s 
Task Force in Governance and Election Reform. 
 
Design work underway for Crystal City Metro Station second entrance 

Last July, the County Board approved an interim agreement with a JBG SMITH subsidiary, 
JBGS/TRS, LLC, for development of 30 percent design documents for the second entrance at the 
Crystal City Metrorail Station.  The engineering and design process kicked off in September, and the 
30% design phase is anticipated to be complete this summer. Key elements of this phase include 
topographical survey, environmental analysis, and preliminary station design.  This spring the County 
will host a public meeting as part of the project’s 30% design phase, and WMATA will hold a public 
hearing as part of their review process. Stay tuned for dates and details once these meetings are 
scheduled.  Visit the project page.   
 
We Work Leaves/Hana Arrives 

Coworking giant WeWork is planning to shut down its Crystal City location in February.  It is not clear 
whether WeWork plans to close the residential space along with the coworking space — the former 
occupies most floors of the aging office building, while WeWork is housed in the top two floors. 

However, Hana, a subsidiary of the real estate company CBRE Group, announced on January 28 
that it has opened a new location at 2451 Crystal Drive — a stone’s throw away from two of 
Amazon’s temporary office spaces for HQ2 employees.  Hana has initially opened one floor totaling 
more than 39,000 square feet. The floor includes private office suites and conference and events 
spaces, in addition to a traditional co-working space.  JBG, which has been working with Hana on the 
project, says Hana’s approach, and its abundance of amenities, complements the other co-working 
spots in Crystal City while addressing “the need for flexible, ‘on-demand’ office space solutions in a 
post-COVID-19 business environment.”  Other existing co-working spaces in Crystal City include 
Accelspace and Eastern Foundry.  Read more here. 
 

 

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fprojects.arlingtonva.us%2Fprojects%2Fcrystal-city-metro-station-second-entrance%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1rgbfTa1rdIFf5ZlGbUMJz6Ii-FXrcUzTEtow2eNfOkEvUVYnWhG3fYDA&h=AT0zq6ekSNnQ6Vehlv60a5IqY9VixaSvl9fXcAiJbTdl65IEI6CIRwawaGDWeW2EEjnWgay8sqLBWObVINKauqm5vQHZJOVjVs1nruzc5gX5tT-fxyawas0CzpVT4yMk2zmq&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2iqC5KwWwZwu4fC6M6BIXCKqKMM3AK3btLWbC_638H5ikbarBonXAJ2u0QV75ykcAQTFPGnivLqGJC6liCyPfGCuDlg_u16ZlP9GqaomomjwRAhskdQ_MWRt4etBu_6arUwiSiZfnvaXZdnpqlVceBPwp2MPxEFmiakwiTGMma-JMJnXb8zAfkub0sQLNzxaMBLxr9
https://www.arlnow.com/2021/01/29/crystal-city-gets-new-co-working-office-space/?mc_cid=a485f3d98d&mc_eid=e22d65c5c2
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National Landing to Get New Streetlight Banners 

The County Board approved the use of such non-commercial signs in the public right-of-way at its 
meeting January 23.  The National Landing signs will differentiate the BID’s three distinct 
neighborhoods — Crystal City, Pentagon City and Potomac Yard — while highlighting the National 
Landing branding. 
 
Residence Inn on Amazon’s Future HQ2 Site Is Being Torn Down 

The former Residence Inn hotel in Pentagon City is being deconstructed.  While the demolition is not 
as dramatic as that of the Holiday Inn implosion in Rosslyn, it will similarly make a mark on a portion 
of the county’s skyline.  The demolition is taking place after the hotel, located at the corner of Army 
Navy Drive and S. Fern Street, was purchased by Amazon for nearly $150 million in September.  The 
tech giant plans to use the property to expand the second phase of its second headquarters campus. 
The first HQ2 phase is currently under construction, with an anticipated opening in 2023, while the 
county approval process for the second phase is expected to start later this year.  A company 
representative tells ARLnow that demolition of the hotel is scheduled to wrap up this summer. The 
extra space will be used for extra amenities for Amazon employees and local residents, we’re told. 
(ArlNow.com) 
 
Project HUG (Highlands Urban Park) 

Our Livability  Open Space project with the Friends of Urban Agriculture is entering the next phase of 
planning for spring planting.  The garden demonstrates the benefits of implementing community-
driven urban agriculture features throughout National Landing.  It showcases modular, low-impact 
design principles, sustainable water management practices, and incorporates smart technology to 
collect agriculture metrics (daily solar exposure, temperature, moisture and soil health).  We are 
working on the design of the water barrels and signage to explain the project and the plants.  We’re 
also looking for more volunteers who would like to participate in some aspect of the project: planning, 
planting, communications, budgeting, etc.  Sign up as a volunteer here.  See the project on the 
County website here and on the FOUA website here. 
 
BID Report:  Mobility Next 

The National Landing BID has released a new report, National Landing: 
Mobility Next, which examines how the downtown district’s largest ongoing 
projects are interconnected as part of a grand vision to create the nation’s 
most modern and efficient transportation network. Read the press report 
here.  Guided by a singular vision, the public and private sectors are 
together investing more than $4 billion into the transportation network to 
meet the needs of current and future residents, employees, students, and 
visitors. The approach behind this transformation is rooted in four core 
principles:  

Strengthening transit capacity  
Expanding regional rail access 
Prioritizing human-scaled mobility  
Removing barriers to connectivity  
 

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic
https://www.arlnow.com/2021/01/28/residence-inn-on-amazons-future-hq2-site-is-being-torn-down/?mc_cid=ab00140152&mc_eid=e22d65c5c2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc52B_hN1mqznlo_PkaUKkwGJV4MRcc4_NaEYOXlNoS6-SJzQ/viewform
https://environment.arlingtonva.us/highlands-urban-garden/
http://home.arlingtonurbanag.org/highlands-urban-garden-hug
https://nationallanding.org/our-downtown/mobility-next
https://nationallanding.org/_files/docs/nationallanding_mobilitynext_final.pdf
https://nationallanding.org/_files/docs/nationallanding_mobilitynext_final.pdf
https://nationallanding.org/item/multibillion-dollar-transportation-program-will-create-americas-most-connect-urban-center-in-national-landing
https://nationallanding.org/item/multibillion-dollar-transportation-program-will-create-americas-most-connect-urban-center-in-national-landing
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Despite COVID-19 Contractor Impacts, Potomac Yard Metro Station on Track for Spring 2022 
Opening 

Alexandria is on schedule to see the Potomac Yard Metro station open in spring 2022, despite letters 
sent to the city from the contractor that work has been impacted by COVID-19.  Contractors will be 
erecting the pedestrian bridge span over the WMATA tracks over the President’s Day weekend, 
during which time Metro access between the Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport station and 
Braddock Road station will be shut down on the blue and yellow lines from Friday, Feb. 12 until 
Tuesday Feb. 16.  Read more here. 
 
Construction Underway for Second of Two Residential Buildings at Pentagon Centre 

The second of two residential towers at Pentagon Centre, in Pentagon City, is taking shape at 15th 
Street S. and S. Hayes Street.  This past spring, 
work began on The Milton, an 11-story building with 
253 residential units and 15,541 square feet of 
ground-floor retail. It follows on the heels of a 26-
story, 440-unit residential tower with 7,000 square 
feet of ground-floor retail called The Witmer (710 
12th Street S.), which opened in July 2019.  The 
Milton is set to be completed in 2023, said Geoffrey 
Glazer, the Senior Vice President for National 
Development of Kimco Realty, owner of the 
shopping center.  The County Board approved the 
buildings in 2015 as part of Kimco’s three-phase, 
30-year development of Pentagon Centre. Phase 

one began with a parking garage near Costco. The project also includes a 9,000-square foot open 
space, according to a staff report.  Read more here. 
 
The Regal Potomac Yard Movie Theater is Being Torn Down 

The first phase of Virginia Tech’s massive Innovation Campus development is underway with the 
demolition of the Regal Potomac Yard movie theater, which closed in March due to the pandemic and 
never reopened.  The one-story theater first opened in 1998, and “is an example of a typical multi-
screen movie theater built during the late 1990’s throughout the region,” according to a city staff 
report.  Read more here. 
 
Visual Ad Promoting Crystal City 

Done by a real estate company, but still interesting. See the video here. 
 
New Pedestrian Path and Lane Reduction Among Changes Coming to Boundary Channel 
Drive 

A number of major changes are coming to Boundary Channel Drive and the I-395 interchange near 
Crystal City. The modifications include a shared-use walkway, pedestrian and bicycle access to the 
yet-to-open Long Bridge aquatics center, and reduction of four lanes to two.  On January 23, the 
Arlington County Board voted to endorse the $20.4 million Virginia Department of Transportation 
project. Read more here. 
 

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic
https://www.alxnow.com/2021/01/27/despite-covid-19-contractor-impacts-potomac-yard-metro-station-on-track-for-spring-2022-opening/?mc_cid=25616b62d5&mc_eid=e22d65c5c2
https://www.arlnow.com/2021/01/14/construction-underway-for-second-of-two-residential-towers-at-pentagon-centre/?mc_cid=e1d6882c6f&mc_eid=e22d65c5c2
https://www.alxnow.com/2021/01/25/photos-the-regal-potomac-yard-movie-theater-is-being-torn-down/?mc_cid=626b560cd6&mc_eid=e22d65c5c2&fbclid=IwAR3EhixgKR15ogEsYdZVKerj0Tt1Mqz2caTUgwdFhWOW_GzkH3rX4kzT5LY
https://www.arlnow.com/2021/01/16/neighborhood-spotlight-crystal-city-seeing-the-future-of-arlington-living/?mc_cid=8414409b71&mc_eid=e22d65c5c2
https://www.arlnow.com/2021/01/25/new-pedestrian-path-and-lane-reduction-among-changes-coming-to-boundary-channel-drive/?mc_cid=fb8e093d20&mc_eid=e22d65c5c2&fbclid=IwAR1BitDo5-3oyD5jcYVWnKHXzPTWuAZYx6cJ5km85kRA8VpWdkZ08ClQKoY


Crystal City Insider: February 2021      Page 9 of 11 

 

 

www.crystalcitycivic.org 

www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic  

Restaurant and Store Changes 

Sine Irish pub has closed.  Champs sports bar — next to Siné — also closed its doors; it is now set 
to be replaced by Nighthawk Pizza, a beer-centric hangout, as Pentagon Row rebrands as 
“Westpost.”The Unleashed Pet Store on Pentagon Row closed January 23.  Unleashed, a smaller-
format version of the big-box Petco stores, opened at Pentagon Row in January 2013, replacing a 
Hallmark store.  Chick-fil-A and a Chase Bank branch are moving into the ground floor of The 
Witmer, joining Arlington’s second outpost of Wiseguy Pizza. The local D.C. pizza chain opened the 
Pentagon location in June. 

 

ARLINGTON COUNTY ISSUES 

 
Matt de Ferranti Named 2021 Arlington County Board Chair 

On January 4 The Arlington County Board elected Matt de Ferranti its 2021 Chair. The Board elected 
Katie Cristol its Vice-Chair.   Read the remarks of the new Board here. 
The Organizational Meeting was followed by a joint meeting with the Arlington County Civic 
Federation.  
 
Missing Middle Study 

The Missing Middle Housing Study Kick Off Event was held virtually on Wednesday, October 28 with 
hundreds of interested Arlington community members. An overview of the study background and 
process was provided, attendees participated in live polling, and staff responded to audience 
questions. You can catch up here: 
View a recording of the Kick Off Event 
View the presentation slides 
Read a summary of polling responses 

 
Vision Zero Community Forum on Feb. 11 

The County’s Vision Zero project team will hold a virtual community forum on Thursday, Feb. 11 at 7 
pm.  The team will share an overview of the action plan to make transportation safer, highlight how 
community input helped shape the document, and answer questions about the action plan.  Visit the 
Vision Zero page for details on how to join the meeting.  If you are unable to attend, a recording will 
be made available online. You may also submit questions in advance and share additional feedback 
online. 

Using input from the community, stakeholder groups, and partners, Arlington County has drafted a 
Vision Zero Action Plan! The Vision Zero Action Plan is a roadmap to save lives and reduce injuries 
by 2030 through specific actions and commitments by the County, our partners, and the community.  
The draft Action Plan outlines a five-year plan to work toward eliminating transportation-related 
deaths and serious injuries on our streets, sidewalks and trails.  There are four categories of actions 
in the plan:  Data & Evaluation, Process & Organization, Engagement and Partnerships. Please help 
us by reviewing and sending your feedback on the Draft Vision Zero Action Plan today! The draft 
Vision Zero Action Plan is available for review the Vision Zero website. 
 
 

 

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic
https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/matt-de-ferranti-named-2021-arlington-county-board-chair/
http://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YmQ3MmMzOWYtM2IyNC00YTUzLWIyYzktYjQxNjQxOGJlNzdi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2280354804-1fdf-428e-9f5f-5091e994cf54%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229609e298-eeeb-479b-955e-db8f11312532%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2020/10/MMHS-Kick-Off-Meeting_Presentation.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2020/10/MMHS-Kick-Off-Polling-Results.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2020/10/MMHS-Kick-Off-Polling-Results.pdf
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2020/10/MMHS-Kick-Off-Polling-Results.pdf
https://transportation.arlingtonva.us/vision-zero/
https://us.openforms.com/Form/b169521a-3de1-4f95-a566-28f8f302f99c
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMjYuMzM5NzI1MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RyYW5zcG9ydGF0aW9uLmFybGluZ3RvbnZhLnVzL3Zpc2lvbi16ZXJvLyJ9.K5L7Uf0nHesQlYO0of3FC4WwDeolcEF6T-PqEfNBchA/s/1376139689/br/93620753229-l
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Airport Noise Update - FAA Survey and Request for Comments 

We wanted to let you know that the Federal Aviation Administration has recently released the results 
of its Neighborhood Environmental Survey (NES), a nationwide survey regarding annoyance related 
to aircraft noise.  Please take a look at the NES survey results report and additional documentation. 
The FAA is requesting public comments on the survey results through a Federal Register (FR) notice. 
The public comment period is open until March 15, 2021.  You can review the FR notice and submit 
public comments to the FAA here.  County residents and workers impacted by aircraft noise are 
encouraged to review the NES results and submit public comments to the FAA.  In addition, you can 
check the County's Aircraft Noise webpage for further updates. 

Libby Garvey, Member 
Arlington County Board  

Takis P. Karantonis, Member 
Arlington County Board 

 
Help Arlington Improve Athletic Field Use 

Click here to GET STARTED NOW! 
Provide your feedback by Feb. 25 
Help Arlington County ensure its athletic fields are utilized effectively and efficiently. Priority Action #4 
of the County Board adopted Public Spaces Master Plan calls for an analysis of athletic field 
availability, utilization and allocation to help make field use processes more efficient. Whether you 
play on an organized team or enjoy one of our many fields for recreation, share your thoughts to help 
us understand community interest and desires. Visit the Athletic Field Availability and Utilization 
webpage to listen to a short presentation and provide your feedback on our three focus areas. 
 
 

OTHER ISSUES  

 
Project Journey Updates 

So much is going on there that it’s hard to keep up.   Join us at the CCCA meeting March 17 for a 
full update.   

“The 230,000-square-foot concourse on the north side of Reagan National Airport looks ready for 
passengers. The exterior walls are up. The roof is on. The terrazzo floor is almost in. And 11 of the 14 
new jet bridges are being installed… The concourse is slated to open in July, but plans are in the 
works to do a ‘soft opening’ ahead of that date. An announcement is expected early next year.”  
(Washington Post)  The two-part, $650 million modernization of Reagan National Airport is still 
expected to be completed this year, perhaps just in time for the majority of Americans to feel safe 
traveling through the air once again.  The new north concourse, which will replace the despised Gate 
35X, remains on schedule to open in July, according to a report on Project Journey released this 
week by the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority. The secure National Hall project is not 
expected to open until the third quarter of 2021. 
 
Helicopter Noise Study Issued by GAO 

The GAO issued its report on Washington, D.C. area helicopter activity January 7, 2021, entitled 
“Aircraft Noise: Better Information Sharing Could Improve Responses to Washington, D.C. Area 

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/policy_guidance/noise/survey/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/13/2021-00564/overview-of-faa-aircraft-noise-policy-and-research-efforts-request-for-input-on-research-activities
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/13/2021-00564/overview-of-faa-aircraft-noise-policy-and-research-efforts-request-for-input-on-research-activities
https://departments.arlingtonva.us/cmo/airport-noise/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMjUuMzM5MTU5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Byb2plY3RzLmFybGluZ3RvbnZhLnVzL2F0aGxldGljLWZpZWxkLWF2YWlsYWJpbGl0eS1hbmQtdXRpbGl6YXRpb24vIn0.48KAxpBhjNiHgnlu8s6vxL_-OvRNV87uuuNPtkwfn6Y/s/1376139689/br/93570915380-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMjUuMzM5MTU5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vYXJsaW5ndG9ucGFya3MudXMvcHNtcC9QU01QJTIwRmluYWwlMjBEcmFmdF8wNjI0MjAxOS5wZGYifQ.wvUZ1OYqWserQL2QfsLAgycyB0XGD34uUUMnJBcYJ4k/s/1376139689/br/93570915380-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMjUuMzM5MTU5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Byb2plY3RzLmFybGluZ3RvbnZhLnVzL2F0aGxldGljLWZpZWxkLWF2YWlsYWJpbGl0eS1hbmQtdXRpbGl6YXRpb24vIn0.UxY-7ve6l63n1F1sbiBPY3xgznftevnNgLzK2PyKOP0/s/1376139689/br/93570915380-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMjUuMzM5MTU5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Byb2plY3RzLmFybGluZ3RvbnZhLnVzL2F0aGxldGljLWZpZWxkLWF2YWlsYWJpbGl0eS1hbmQtdXRpbGl6YXRpb24vIn0.UxY-7ve6l63n1F1sbiBPY3xgznftevnNgLzK2PyKOP0/s/1376139689/br/93570915380-l
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Helicopter Noise Concerns.”  The major recommendation is that FAA develop a mechanism to 
exchange helicopter noise information with operators in the D.C. area. FAA agreed with GAO's 
recommendation.  The summary and full report can be accessed on the GAO website. 

Signature Auditions 

Online audition slots now available for Overtures and Stage One.  Signature’s summer education 
programs have been reimagined this year, with virtual training open to aspiring young performers 
across the country.  We’re looking for high school students, college students and recent grads who 
want to up their musical theater game in a two-week intensive program with professional artists. If 
that sounds like you or someone you know, scroll down to learn more! Auditions will take place over 
Zoom, and you can book your time slot now.  Overtures: For college students and recent grads.   
June 7 – 19, 2021.  Auditions February 27 on Zoom.  See more here.   

 

 

 
President  Carol Fuller 

Vice President for Policy & Planning  Christopher Wimbush 

Meeting Secretary Patricia Heath 

Communications Director Idris Clay 

Membership Liaison Emily Norton 

Treasurer Eric Cassel 

 
Join on our website: 

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/ 
 

Or Renew Your Membership 
Pay through PayPal  

 
Or send a check for $10 to: 

Eric Cassel 
Treasurer, CCCA 

1300 Crystal Drive #203 
Arlington, VA 22202 

 

http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
http://www.facebook.com/crystalcitycivic
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-21-200#summary
https://e.wordfly.com/click?sid=NTk4XzEzNTY5XzUzNDY5XzY5NTk&l=41050a08-315c-eb11-a825-0050569d715d&utm_source=wordfly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=OverturesStageOne2021&utm_content=version_A&promo=24207
http://www.crystalcitycivic.org/
https://www.crystalcitycivic.org/renew-your-membership/

