e Open Space Working Group
Livability 22202 March 2, 2021

Developing better, more livable neighborhoods in and around Pentagon City and Crystal City. 7_9 p m

Meeting Rules:

AEnsure your first and last name appear correctly when you enter. (If you

nee to rename yourself, place "yo
t hen NRename. 0) Wit hout a full n
Room for security reasons.

APlease keep video and mike off unless called on to save bandwidth.

AYou are encouraged to ask questions or make comments via Chat at any
time. They will be read or answered at the end of each agenda item.
Raise Your Hand (under Reactions) if you wish to speak.

APlease try to keep comments and questions brief and respect the right of
others to talk.

AThe meeting will be live streamed on the CCCA Facebook page and
recorded.
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Civability 22202

Developing better, more livable neighborhoods in and around Pentagon City and Crystal City.

Open Space

Working Group, 1

March 2, 2021
7-9 pm
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Agenda:

Briefings on recent meetings with County staff (DPR, DES, CPHI
and the Parks & Recreation Commission

. Presentation of the Civic Federation White Paper on Equity In

Arlington County Open Public Spaces

. What does OpenSpace mean to us? _

. Future of the HUG and further projects with FOUA
. Furtherln%the Integrated Pedestrian Map

. Roaches _ S In Af

. Cherry Blossom Festival activities in 22202

. National Landing BID project ideas for open space

un Clean Up Days in April
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Agenda ltem 1
Presentations of Open Space Report and
Integrated Pedestrian Map

oruary 8 (DPR)
oruary 18 (DPR, DES, CPHD)

oruary 16 (Parks & Recreation Commission)



Open Space Repapic 2020)
Fact Sheet Summary

The principles identified reflect the need for holistic planning to

strengthen connectivity, natural ecosystems, and community

building:

A lmprove hostile pedestrian environments and develop
walking/biking loops throughout 22202

A Promote connectivity of open spaces from Arlington
Ridge to Crystal City and Long Bridge Park

A Connect Crystal City to the natural areas of Roaches
Run on the east side of the railroad righftway

A ldentify goals for natural systems: reduce heat island
effects, mitigate stormwater impacts, provide wildlife
habitat, incorporate solar energy

AIncrease shade trees, plant natives, and use plantings
to provide seasonal color and interest yeaund

Open Space Report available at Livability22202.ozg



Agenda Item 2
Civic Federation White Paper on Equity In
Arlington County Open Public Spaces

LY O0KS FlLftf 2F wnunZ GKS ' NI Ay3Ul
Recreation Committee used publicly available data sources to examine
equitable proximity for County residents with respect to open public

spaces (OPS).

AOPS is defined for this analysis as county parkl nd spaces where there are no
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AAuthors: JessBoeding Jon Huntley, and Kari Klaus



Agenda ltem 3
What does Open Space mean to us?

AOur objective is to increase tl@nount,quality, andaccess to open
space In 22202.
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AWhat does open space mean to you? What words come to mind?

ADo the following pictures represent your vision of open space? Why
or why not?
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https://pops.arlingtonparks.us/#3

A recreational field? A fenced ball field?




an activated street? a Plaza with benches?
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How about Casual Use? (e.g., reading, picnic, movies,
events, etc.)




How about exposure to nature? Or walking trails?




Questions for Discussion

AWhat words describe your vision of open space?

AWhat purposes should open space serve?

ADoes 22202 have the right balance of open space types?
AWhat types of open space does 22202 lack?

AWhat is your favorite area in 22202 to walk?

AHas the COVID pandemic changed the way you think about open
space?



Agenda Item 4
Future of the HUG

AWhat is it?
APilot project of Livability22202 and Friends of Urban Agriculture

AAn urban garden in Virginia Highlands Parkitowcase how community
driven agriculture can transform and enhance urban spaces, and demonstrate
the power of partnerships across public, private, civic and-prarfit
communities.

ASponsored by the National Landing BID and Arlington County DPR

AWhere are we?
A2 SOQNB |d tKIFI&aS H NBIFIRé (2 LINBLI NB 7
AFirst harvest at end of April.
AVolunteers needednhttps:/forms.gle/yDfUJZtXgLAXEVNQ7
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SPRING 2021 ACTION SUMMARY

PHASE | PHASE I PHASE IlI
January 1 - February 26 Feb 27 - March 20 March 21 - April 25

Water Tank Design Garden Workday - 2/28 Team Meeting I

Team Meeting | Water Tank & Fence Seedling Workshop
Workday

Volunteer Recruitment 9 Plant installation Workday
Press Release /Social

Signage Creative Started Media Volunteer Training

Volunteer Organizing First Harvest & Delivery

PLOT Spring Kickoff
3/13 - 3/20 (online and
In person activities)




Could we, should we expand the HUG?

APossible Venues:
ALong Bridge Park (Courtyned, could be an AFAC project)
ADIF 0Sglé& tIN] OLINANGLFUSEE& 20YySRE 4SQU
project
A Other small parks in Aurora Highlands or Arlington Ridge
AShould we do it?
AJBG and/or County permissions would be needed
AVolunteers would be needed to plan, install, and monitor

A A neighborhood volunteer coordinator would need to run the project(s)
ADonors would be needed to fund the project (e.g., $6,000 each)

ATo volunteerhttps://forms.gle/yDfUJztXgLAXEVNQ7




Agenda ltem 5
Furthering the Integrated Pedestrian Map

AWhat can we do?

AMulti-stakeholder biophilia working group will refine the community vision
for biophilia into input that can be turned into guidelines

ANOTE: This is new grouqdot a lot of existing work in this aregso this is
not a forum where existing standards and policies provide much guidance.
AWhere can we engage?
A SPRCs highlight need to support connectivity to, from and through the sites
APDSP update Biophilia Working Group, PDSP Community Workshops
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Biophilia Working Group

AGoalc Work with community to develop inputs to the biophilia section of the PC
PDSP guidelines, leveraging the open space report, biophilia principles and
additional community input

ATimeline: 60 days

AGroup: Elizabeth Gearin, Caroline Haynes, David Howell, Natasha Atkins, and
several other urban naturalists/gardeners in 22202

ADraft approach: Starting from biophilic principles,_f(l) generate 22202 themes to
identify specific biophilic characteristics, (2) identify specific gaps and
opportunities in 22202 where connectivity and connection with nature is good,
missing, could be improved. Refine the work product over a series of meetings
an_c(ljplr_owde for community review, then provide to PDSP update as input to
guidelines.

AMeets Friday mornings with MaMatuaszek KrisKrider IrenaLazicand DES



Agenda Item 6. Roaches Run
Clean Up Days

ARoaches Run Waterfowl Sanctuary and adjacent wooded area: a long contiguous natural space

Multiple custodians and owners: CSX, JBG Smith and National Park Service
Recommendation: Develop a greenway between the GW Memorial Parkway and the railroad tracks fr

the south end of Crystal City to Roaches Run
A Walking trail loop with multiple access points from Crystal City
A Integrated into an overall system of pedestrian greenways in 22202

A An extension of a 2012 NPS plan for Roaches Run
A Multiple custodians and owners: CSX, JBG Smith and National Park Service

‘e OB :
Roaches Run Waterfowl +,*% - " | Notional Trail Coneept: Routing through the wooded |\ e
Sanctuary (National Park "o.‘ /& areaand then along East edge of Roaches Run, :
Service) *oo.. 4 connecting with Long Bridge Park. Access at South,
" o, Mid and North Crystal City

Under Long Bridge
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South Access: 1BG tunne
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Astatus
A JBG Roaches Run offer tied to 2525 Crystal Drive Site Plan

A On hold pending outcome of building height study in 2021

APossible Next Steps
A Community clean up day April 2021(Annual Potomac River €lpan

A Community outreach to determine the balance between community access and

support for ecesystem |
A Engage Arllngton County, Commissions, Property Owners to bring their technical & %

exper Ise to the development of this open space

A Other activities to consider are:
A Seeding wild rice for birds may be supportive of the migrating andwoverwintering bir

A A survey of the flora and fauna )
A An invasive species removal activity AN
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Agenda ltem 7
Cherry Blossom Festival activities in 22202

What is it? What Will Happen?

A The National Cherry Blossom Festival Council has approved the Aurora Highlands Civic Association
to coordinate events March 20-April 11 at Virginia Highlands Park as an official part of the Festival.

A There will be activities throughout the Festival including:
A kite flying
A Zumba
A origami artwork
A music
A games
A a pet photo session
A food
A cherry blossom sculptures
A and potentially a parade April 10-11 through the neighborhood.

A The National Landing BID, JBG Smith, and Amazon are Sponsors.
A See the AHCA website for more details and come on down.



https://aurorahighlands.org/news/national-cherry-blossom-festival/

Redesign Virginia Highlands Park

ASelection as a Cherry Blossom site is a recognition of the work
done by AHCA to enliven VHP with multi-use casual uses
suitable for the needs of residents living in high-density
residences

AA Livability22202 goal for Virginia Highlands Park is to increase
open space dedicated to general and casual use.

Aurora Highlands Civic Association
- Thank you volunteers, JBG Smith and National Landing BID
Part of a Livability22202 effort




Agenda ltem 8
National Landing Business Improvement District
(BID)
Support for Open Space

TracySayeglGabriel, President and CEO, National Landing BID
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Tracy Sayegh Gabriel
Executive Director, National Landing BID

MARCH 2, 2021
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NATIONAL LANDIN
OPEN SPACE
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Festival: March 20April 11
Blossom Kite Fly: March 27 & 28 A
Porch Parade: April 10 & 11 (register by 3/15) ¢ 8
Art in Bloom: Two sculptures in Natiohanding. »
Water Park and Long Bridge Park / 5
City in Bloom: Providing decals to restaurants/retalil } 5 ,
and "pinking" up the neighborhood "H 3
Coloring Wall at Virginia Highlands Park m
The National Landing Love Bug will be popping up at
new surprise location with a new Cherry Blossom loo
for the duration of the festival
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